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StatUS adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b) 



m Response ,„ communication's, filed on 
2 D Th,saCon,sF, N AL. 2 m H~^~~ ^ 

Disposition of Claims ' 3 O G - 213 

4) B Claim® UI5 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) of the above c.aim(s) is/are withdrawn from consjderatjon 

5) U Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E Claim(s) 7-75 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
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8)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)D The dra^rs, „,ed on islare: a)Q ^ „ 
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12)U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Appiication No 

1 ) E Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) r-, 
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1. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 TJ.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. In claim 1 "flocculate" appears to be erroneous and should be 
changed to - flocculant -. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, and 8-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Lewcllyn 5,516,435. It is submitted that Lewellyn disclose (see col. 3 lines 25-67 and 
col. 10 lines 15-45) a method and agent for treating Bayer process liquor as recited in the 

instant claims. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

5- Claims 4, 6, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lewellyn. The claims differ from Lewellyn as applied above by reciting the use of a 
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specie „ of .he combination, md me ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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6. *P-a rtmad eof re corda„d„o,re Ue dup„„ lsC o nsld eredpe rtl „e„ t to 

applicant's disclosure. 

7. ^^oo„ce^ gthlsco ^ cationore ^ erco—ationsfromthe 
examiner should be directed to Peter A. Hruskoci whose telephone number is (703) 308- 

to 4:00 PM. 



attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful the examrner, 
super.sor.Mr.Davtd Sunmons, can be reached o„ (703)308-1972. The fax phone 
number for this Group is (703) 305-7718. 
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Any inquiry ofageneral nature or re.ating to the status of this apphcation should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number ,s (703) 308-0661 . 



P. Hruskoci 
January 31, 2002 
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